
SIX CHECKS FOR ACCESSIBLE
ONLINE ASSESSMENT

B R I T I S H I N S T I T U T E O F A S S E S S M E N T P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Remove the barrier, not the standard

1

Test the Assessment Purpose

Measure the outcome —

not eyesight, typing speed

or digital confidence.

2

Write in Plain Language

One instruction per step.

Explain unfamiliar terms

before learners begin.

3

Never Rely on Colour Alone

Add labels, symbols and

text descriptions to images,

charts and feedback.

4

Make Navigation Predictable

Consistent layout, clear

buttons and full keyboard

access on every screen.

5

Plan Adjustments Early

Agree extra time, breaks

or assistive technology

before the assessment date.

6

Match Security to Risk

Use the least intrusive

method that still protects

the assessment decision.

Accessibility protects validity.

It removes irrelevant obstacles without lowering the standard.

Supporting assessors to give every learner a fair route to competence
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